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Alan Spink’s well organised summer programmes have taken us
considerable distances from Abergavenny — as far wnorth as York, to
Pewibroke in the west and Portsmouth in the south. The sites we
vimited have covered all periods from Prenistory to the Industrial
Revoluatien, but because Britain is a land of magnificent castles and
churches thess have Tigured prominently on his booking forms.
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The_ 0ld and New Testaments Alwmost every event and personages in the
seen as a prefiguration (Ttype’) of persons and
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events 1in the New. Thus Moakh’s flood was a type of bapbtism.
Abora ham s would—be sacrifice of Isaac foreshadowed God's offering of
His only—bsEgotten Son. The Hurrming Bush could symbolise the Virgin

Hirth.
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riest to chant Mass for the
Founder of a church or othere afte; g T

iis dwvstitution
rapidly developed after the tervor of the Black Death {(mid 14th
century).

Animals occcocur in a variety of contexts in churches as emblems
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attributes or as characters in popular Tables: Satan is sometimes



represented as an ape: a camel stands for temperance (5t. John the
Haptist was cleothed in camsl skin): a dog, often used as a footrest of
female recumhent effigies, portrays fidelity: the lion, perhaps the
most freguently occcuring aniwal in imagevry, symbolised Christ (Lion of
Judahy . Az a foot supporter ov recuwbent effigies it sywmbolises

courage.

sER=TUE z (those who preached or wrote the Gospels).
Rt the h@xaht Df th@ N GQVQIQumEHL the mediasval church would have
beern full of colour: walls, roof, woodwork and stone painted and
ilded with harmonious stained glass in all the windows.

Oftern povtraved in wood, glass or stone were the ewmblewms of the
evangelists! Matthew as a winged man: Mark as a winged lion: Luke as a
winged ox: Jochn as an eagle.

SupMER VISITE, 198&

I have three especial memories of the 1986 Summer Visits., My Tirst
was at the Mamor House at Stanton Harcourt where the owner Mrs.
Crispin Dasgoigre allowed us to ses and handle the miniature paintings
which until guite recently had jJust huwng o a wall in the house.
VMisiting experts had sgen and examined thew and declarsd them to be

part of a larger set and worth about half a willion pounds. My second
was the :fah% of the remains of the hull of Hing HDiry VITI’= warship
t e Mary ROL raized from the Solent in 1382, Lying fﬂere still in
1t= £ crad\w heing sprayed continuously with water to remove the
salt From ite timbers, it appeared almost ghostly througkl the mist.

Frnd last but rmrxair“/ not least, who will ever forget the terrible
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weathaer we had orn our day out up the heads of the valleys. Rbove

Tredegar we went to see the Cholera Graveyvarc where victims of the

dizease were buried away Trow the rnormal cemetery. When the coach

oulled up, about 0 vards rram the graveyard, the rain was coming
} Ta

vir orode, horizontal stairv rods, but were most of our

intrepid vembers deterred, not they, oubt of the coach they got and
1 ) € ' ' across boggy ground to the site itself.

special mevories out of many from our 1986 visits.

equally Tond memories from this vear’s visits.

ST. JOHN?S CHURCH AND_ GRAMMAR_SCHOOL

h the name S5t.John’ s suggests a Norman dedication, there was

d
orobably an earlier church on fhis site, as 1t was the Norman’ s usual
practice to clear away any previous dwelling oy church on a site
before bullding their new township. Not all of the old church
survives, and the tower is a 1730 copy of an earlier one.

i
The churcrn was in a central position within the walled Norman town,
with the town” s market at its western end. Its graveyard may well
nave stretched across the present Hign Street to the ftown wall at the
raear of Woolworths.
Rfter the digssclution of the monastries, King Henry VIII turned the
chapel of the local Priovy into the pmrl”h church, and St. John’ e
which until 15242 had been the parish church, becawme the town’ s first
gramnar school. He gave some local tithes, which had previously
zupported the priory, fTor the upkeep of the school
he burgesses of the town were given control of the school, but when
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hey refused to swear allegiance to William and Mary in 1889, they

lest the Royal Charter awd conseguent ly tThe right to administey
raval scheol’. In addition several tevants took advantage of the

situation and did wot pay their tithes, so in 17139 the Lmuxt af
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Chancery appointed a Receiver to recover tham. In thm
runining and support of the school was in the hands of

Ivi 1828 a rnew school, called King %Eﬂvj VIITI Grammar School, was built
i P&m~ymﬁauwd and spon after 5t. John’ s was bought by the Freemasons
Fror bk ~ lodg
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Living im LLwyrmua Lane, I fell to thinking about its derivation. Upon
making enguiries, I foung t in the neighbourhood near where the
of f Llwyvrnw Lane are now, stood Llwyny Farm.

d gave way to the present large housing

Malf a dozen shops,
The Tarm was demolished and
estate.

H someore wWwith some sensitivity and hiztorical sense kept the link
wiith the farw, by some well chosen street rnames where ovce were Tarm

.

) Ysguborwen (kWelsh for White Barm) — the barn

2y map and “o]luwA,g Llwyrmn
vad, one spotied Lluwyndu
 the tree aﬁﬂblty; ard

Wooad

House.

I= there a cunmectiuﬂ between Llwynu and Llwyrmgon 7 Is
contraction of Llwyndu? there a history of, or any Lo
attached to Llwyndu Heouse?
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ids of Mona in A.DL 60 by the Roman army or an elegy in Welsh
vou not only received a few pounds in zE wmeney, but
1 of ome pound (in weight?) from Lady Hall of Llarnover.
s the prizes were numerous, although riot so

also a meda

For singers and harpist
1
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For the dauntingly intellectusl subjects. Blind havrpists

valuable as |

v - + al ot W £ 11 v mincers "afti ~ e e v of Noprtr

NETE MO Cooous, PO pt_‘fu iov singenrs arvey T Manne O fOTe N

Wales".

IF ome rcould neither sing nor play, skill in sgpinmning and weaving

could win £3 donated by Viscountess Nevill "for the bhest specimen of
N Blueg Cloth, five yards long”", although the class for Welsh
arlet cloth carrvied a prize of £10.

Iz were also featured -

T

say Woollen and Welsh Woollen Whit:
riow Pmmwuhmr what they were?
at, kmitting gloves and stockings of Welsh

.‘}_

acturing a Welsh
biac% shesn’ s wool all mod to win prizes., There was even a special
gudge of Welsh hats — orne Mr. Thomm o of Abergavenny.
The judge of "the GBreat Prize” was nong other than His Excellency
Chevalier Hunsen, he of the trial by gury dissertation. The professor
af the harp at the Royal Academy lernt his august presence tTo judge the

MUSLo.

One hapeg that 60 v later, Mr Jackson was able to secure sgually
Teypert adjudicators’ for his eisteddfod!

F

211 these articles, except one, were Caﬂtllmu ted by mewmbers of the
committen, While no Eisteddfod pr‘:e% are offered, tug/editar would be
grateful Ffor wore historical Jottings from other membe rs.
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MEMEERS PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 1387
Twoe competitions will be held, one for the best three colour slides
the other for the best thres colour prints. T*m subiject 'aterial
s to have an historical themwe or be connected with the activities of
e chi@%y rot i takern this year. A1l entries will be
considered, be they serious, opical or amusing udged on their
v composit 1 zl @I by the person
taking the pictures. The clozing date will be The October 1987
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Slides sy - £13 Znd - £10 Srd —  £D

Frints iet - €15 Z=nd - £10 Srd - £5

The above prizes will be awarded for groups of three pictures in =ach
category, Judged by a panel, to be appointed by the society’ s
committes, whose decis sion will be final. Multiple entries are
acceptable but prizes will be limited to orne per member per cabtegory.
Entries are to be Clear;y marked with mames, addresses and subject

title.

together with the wimming groups

A selection of slides and prints, =

will be shown at Tubture meetings.

ALl material submitted will be returned but no responsibility can be
= .



17th - Wy Arthur Peplow ~Welsh
13th Qcot -  mr John Petts -Painting wi
art of stained glass.

Coates=s.
arsday )

17th Dec - wbers’ Social Evening
—  Mr D Upton ~Frehistoric
- Dy M Gray —The Earls o
17tk Mar - Mr B Scott ~The struggl
Mediaeval Art
Zlst Roril - Dr R Howell =Gwernt and t
March.

Z0th HMay - The eleventh Annual General
=  mr W Farles -A lighter v

Chairman & EBelmant
surenr a 3 105 Chapel
Secretary My Alan Spink 74 Brecon
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