Abergavenny Local History Society

St. John's, Abergavenny
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We picked probably the hottest weekend of the year for our weekend
visit to Nottingham. We felt sorry for the people who were working
alongside the red hot kilwms at the Royal Crown Derby Porcelain Works.
Watching the girls working on the intricate hand painted designs and
sculptures made us realise why their china is so expensive.

The little kwown Southall Minster just worth of Mottinghamwm is a very
good exawple of Norman architecture and it was beautifully described
to us by the guides.

For sove mewmbers, the highlight of the week end was the visit to
Boothby Pagnall where the Norman house and her local church were so
lovingly described to uws by Mrs. Coltman. Some even enjoyed sesing
Maggie’s original “den’ on the way through Grantham.

Belvoir Castle, the home of the Duke of Rutland, has been used as a
backaround in a wuwber of Ffilws and TV productions. It was visible
frow several wmiles away and, fortunately, the coach was able to take
us up the hill and right to the door of the castle.

We were able to enjoy the fruits of several years of tidying up by
the National Trust at Calke Abbey before a short stop at the Roman
site at Wall on our way home.

Jur suwvmer visits beagan at the very historical Berkley Castle and in
Jurie Mr FPeplow was at his usual best when takivng us around Clehonger
church, Leowminster Priory Church and Croft Castle.

Our evening visits took us first to Treowen near Raglan where the
owrner and his wife showed us around their four storied wmediaeval
home.

Memories of old packagivng were brought back to us at the Upie Museum
at Gloucester, as well as exawples of old black and white TV adverts.

; : . . . L
= Lo the new interesting Industrizl and Maritiwe
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Musewn at Ewarisea followed by & guided tour of Kidwelly Castle, which
is still in a remarkable state of preservation, probably due to its
isclated position.
l.et’s hope the weather is as kind to us this year, but perhaps not
nite so warm.
4 ‘ Alan Spink.
LECTURES _1390-1331
20 Bept Mr Brthur Peploe KHilpeck and Norman Sculpture
: i Herefordshire

18 Oct Mr Eric Talbot The iwpact of the Normans upon
the Welsh landscape

15 Nov Myr R E Child The mediaeval wall paintings of
lLlandeilo Tal-y—-bont Church

& Dec Memhbers® Christmas Divner and Social Evening. Adwmission
by ticket only

17 Jan Mvr David Whitehead The early work of John Nash,
Architect, in Gwent and
Herefordshire

21 Feb Mr Peter Humphries The three castles of Bkenfrith,
Groswont and Whitecastle

=1 Mar Mr Leslie James The growth of Newport 1800-1i314

18 Apr Dr Joseph Gross The industrial archaeoclogy of
Merthyr Tydfil

1& May l4th Annual General Meeting followed by

Mr Howard Pullan The Pullans in India.
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THE _CHAPEL_ROAD_CULVERT
There is a culvert running under the pavement on the west side of
Chapel Rpad. I first saw it in 1958 when services were run to wmy new
house at No 105. The workmen said that it carried water frow the Sugar
Loaf to the fountains at Nevill Hall.
The culvert is constructed of hand wmade red brick topped by slabs of

ed Deri sandstone. This at some time was covered with concrete paving
glabs and accumulated a thin laver of =so0il over which tarmac was laid.
Motor cares often caused this to collapse so that in the nineteen
sinties the council overlaid this with rnew paving slabs and made
concreted entries to garages.
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THE CHAPEL ROAD CULVERT

I Bugust 1587 the Electricity Bpard renewed the poles carrying their
pvertiegad wires and the culvert was once more exposed. The bhase of the
o ploiroular and wade of nive wedoge shaped bricks measuring
Zodvnches at the narrvow end and 3 174 inches at the wide end. The
thickrness is 3 3/4 inches. The bricks were made in a trough shaped,
mould and the wide end trowled off. They were cut to between 7 and 2
34 inches in length. These dimensions give the culvert an intermial
radius of & inches and an external radius of 9 374 inches.UOn this
semicircular base rest two rectangular bricks 3 1/2 inches wide and 2
G4 inches deesp. These have also been made in a mould and cut to about
T inches in length. The bricks were probably laid with a thin layver of
mortar. This has leeched away so that in places the construction
appears to be dry and iv others it has obviously been repaired to make
it watertight.

The culvert extends as far as North Street but pole excavations beyond
Westerrn Avenue do wot reveal it. At the other end the culvert is
Fresent in the First pole excavation past UOrchard Street although it is
completely silted up. No more excavations were plammed but it may well
extend to the end of Chapsl Reoad.

Mewberse should watch all excavations in its pessible path to Nevill
Hall and towards its source which may have been the Cibi brook or a
spring on the Sugar Loaf.
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Kern Key.
i5th CENTURY GOSSIP_COLUMN

Now let me tell vou something of my Lord Abergavermy (George) (Who is
really a worthy gentleman). He lodged at a relative’s of my last wive’s
in Leicester Fields {(who let lodgings) who bred up her dauwvghter
modestly, who {(with her finger ends and with the dexterity of her
needle) wmade a tolerable figure, with whese prudent behaviour my lord
was so taken that he hath married her. Her best features are her virtue

and goodness which wmust serve for fortune also.
5t Mary’s Priory Research Group



The secovid-hand booksheop in the television series *HAfter Hewry' gave
the impression that working (i that is the right wovrd!) in such a

place corsists of having lots of golly little chate, selling very Tew
mooks and cowpensabting for the lack of trade by finding the occaszsional
arth thousands of pounds emabling the owner to pav

rare first edition w
ofFf his mortgage!
*Jolly little chats’ there certainly are and, Tortunmately, more than a
Tew Dooks get sold, but the treasures discovered are more likely to be
ril very little iv cash, bhut a great deal iy wmewmovies and

hogreat oleasure such & Tind which coourred
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a1l insignificant black book, obviocusly a hyvwn ar oraye:

Llar to many others which arve discarded in j }
the vears. looking at the title page revealed it to
MLGLMPGJ hy a loeal privbter, and containing a col *E_J1or
e hime, and intended for the wae of looal churche
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there was wothing soecial about it, and it was aboult to be cast
it :

Howsver, 1 chanced to open it &t the end paper and saw that the 2
the cwrner was BECRETAN. Youw may recognise that mnams. I certainly did,
Frederichk SEC“S“:ﬂﬁ a gentlemar from GBreenwich, in about 1830, built

the hauce now knows as Triley Court, on the old Hereford Foad near
Pantygelli. He called 1t Arcadia (a typic"7 touch of Victorian
DMmﬂt1C15ﬁ) and the fawmily lived there until about 1840, Thi=z littl
ook had belovnged to the wife of Williaw Secretan. I Telt that there
was only ome thing to do with it, so 1t was passed to the vicar of Bt
Teilo’s church in Liantilio Pertholey, wheve the Secretan Family were

puried, and he was delighted to add it to the church’ s archives,
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Fach o omy sarpriss, this owWas no : Lk Fiix
the hywn book being returned to the chuxcn visitors came Lo the
village. In the words of the vicar "They came frowm the oarish of
Frobus, rnear Truro in Cormwall, and had hopes of discovering a little
af theivr Ffamily history. An old friend of 5t Teile’s, Mizs Tresawns,
whose fatheris buried heve, told thewn teo make enguiries at the
vicarage. So David and Thea Datson called. It turned oub that Thea is a
agreat—great—great-grand-daughter of Williawm Secretan rT Triley Court.

ft the church they enguired about the Seecretan graves ’}l iam Savagar
who was working in the churchyard at the time was aciuﬂijv standing on
one of the Secretan graves while tidying that section. They were able

to visit Triley Court and ses the old family howe, and they were able
to worshio at 5t Teilo’s. We errvanced to use the Triley Chapel for the
Eucharist that morning, aﬂd before the service itself, read a hywn From
the book which had been wsed in that sawe chapel by Thea’s greabt-great-
areat—grand-mother. "

How strange that my chance {or was it chance?) Tinding of a l1ittle book
becavs zart of a chain of events linking Thea Datson with her ancestor.

Cyril Feldwick

On a country estate at RKeithley, in Yoarkshire, thers were some
cottages with the rather curious name of Uncra. Being rather
dilapidated and inconveniently sited, they had to be dewolisned. Three
pErmies were found built in above one of the inside doorways. They
enabled the cottages to be dated as early sighteenth century.
Coive were sometimes lelb into houses in this manmer for lnck.
was thern always wmoney in the house, and money was thouwght to attract
HONEY.

When fAbergavermy’s Tudor Street was demolished, a collection of twenty
permnies was found iw owe of the houses, but it is likely that these

were intended for the gas weter!
Arthur Fleet.
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HAVE YOU _PAID YOUR_COMMUNMITY CHARGE 7

{From the Close Rolls 1386&)

Order to cowvand singular the lords dwelling upon the warches of
Wales in the diccese of Llandaff to take with thew sufficient power
of the marches and to take all and singular the abbots, priors and
men of the church hereinafter wentioned and cowwit thewm to prison
until they shall wmake full payment of four moieties of tenths granted
to the king by the clergy of the realm, and writ of supercedas in
Ffavour of the prior of Beralavermiyl, the abbots of Mans and Grace
Dieu and the Vicar of Berglavermyl who have incurred a sentevce of
areater excowwunication for contumacy iv wnot contending the king of
the said woileties which they ocught to have paid to the abbott and
convernt of Tinterne the collectors, and that they have oersevered
farty dave and upward under that senterce, with hardened hearts,
despising the keys of the church.

5t Mary's Priory Research Group

The Ahergavermny Local History Scociety invited schools in our area
to ernter a LOCAL HISTORY COMPETITION as part of the celebrations far
Rhergavenny 200. The entries were to cover any aspect of Abergavermy
and District, as defined by the NP7 postcode, between the dates
£.0, 1030 and A.D. 1990, The competition operned during the Butuvm term
pf 1987 and closed on 31 May 1930,

Brojects could include a study of & local village, church, castle or
old building and could also inveolve a study of well HKnown
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There were three age categories and schools could submit any number
of entries ivm one or wore categories.

1 Infants _ages 4-7
B group, class or school progect which may take the form of
collage, painting, models or any other mediuw and in any format.

It wmust, however, incliude sowmg explanatory writing.

A preject covprising the origival work of a group, cla
seihool. It may taks the form of peetry, prose, maps, photographs,

drawings or iliustrations.
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Work way be carvied out by an individual, group or class and may
be presented iv any size, shape ar format. Judges will ke looking
for originality of research and the use of primary sources of
information. Primary sources include, for example, waps, originfl
docuvents, cansus returns, person to person interviews {(in the
case of oral history), old rewspapers eto.

A panel of Museuw Staff and Local History Society mewmbers have now
gs Will be exhibited in Abevgavenny
o

Judged the entries. Winmivg ewbri
fuseuy during the summer and will
the Gwent local History Journal.

nsidered for publication in



The Absrgavenny Local History Society
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Judges, the pest overall entry. This
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aleo its Treasuvrer. Freda came into
olao el mohools jﬁ?'tzc
ﬁbm)WdeHﬂv ares im hey profession as
& librarian and the Scciety Telt it

Fraeada shorkld be rewembered in this

The winner of the Freda Rey Bward is
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fering, in the opinion of the

3 Iobe the plague illustrated
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of the founder meamnbs
History Soocletv aﬂd Was
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amaropriaté that iv this special year
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Harold Foad Jurnior School.

Prizez dovated by the fbhergavernny lLocal History Societv have been
to the Fol lC(‘;\lL‘rICIn”‘

id FRoad Jumior Bchool and

St Mighzel s Juniar and inTants School

Joint HumnmErs un
Llwynu Junior School and
Lie Pertholey Junior and Infants School.

Llantil
Gmaller Frimapry Bchools
it prize MNortow Cross Junior and Infants School.
Znd orize Llanover Juwmior and Infants School.

Srd prize Lianfair Kilgeddin Junior and Infants School

Cl. U., Howan

Saliv Jones

Agigail Heed
ard Chavlotte White.
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rce mere I hepe 1 kave been able to Till the newsletter with =some

ivteresting itewms. I do degend upon wmewmbers contributions. Don’t leave i

till next vear. Think about your comtribution row!

Ken Hey



