Abergavenny Local History Society

St. John's, Abergavenny
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SUMMER _VISITS 1339z

Bur visites grograwmme becgan at the lovely Cotswold manor house at Stanway,
when  the owner, tLard Niedpath, shaowad us his delightful hame. Arthur
Negus considered Stanway House to be one of the most beautiful and
ramantic haduses in England. The showery weather did not spoil aur
subseguent visit to Kenilwaorth Castle, sadly now in ruins, but impressive
with its Naerman keep and 20 foet thick walls.
Arthur Peplow told wus of the history of Farleigh Hungerford Castle, a
late l14th. cantury castle with a large 18th. century outer court, and
thern accowmpanied uzs to Laycock to wisit the town and the abbey which was
founded in 1232,
Dur fFirst evening visit took us to Rhondda Heritage, a develooment an the
0ld Lewis Merthyyr Colliery site telling the stary aof caal. Our secand was
te  Dimpwore Manocr  and gardens originally  founded on the site by the
krights af St. Jobn of Jerusalem in the 12th. century.
Ort our way te Morwich University for our three night stay we stoogped off
for a tour of Burghley House considered to be the finest example af later
Elizabethan architecture in England. An early start the following morning
enairled uws to tour Sandringham Houze and gavrdens befare lunch  and
afterwards fto visit Castle Rising. This rectangular keep built about 1140
and surrgunded by wvery large earthwarks made an impressive siaght. There
was time  on the way back to the university to visit Cockley Cley, the
=zite of a recanstructed Icini village and Saxan Church.
Qur last full day began with a beat trig along the river Wensuwm followed
by a guided tour of Narwich Cathedral. After lunch a wvisit was made to
the 17th. century Blickling Hall amd gardens. We wmade two stoos on the
way home fFirstly to tour Peterborough Cathedral with its glaeriocus west
framt, and finally to have a tour of Rockingham Castle. The castle, used
during the TV series "By the Sword Diwvided’, was built originally by

v it was useg by kings of England until 1530 when
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Henry VIII gave it to Edward Watsan. His gescendants still occupy the
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castle to this day.
tast but not least was our visitv toe Hamotorn Court Palace begun in 1314 by
Thaomas bWolsey and oresented by him  to king Henry VIIIL. We were
fartunately able to see the restoreg reooms which were damaged in the
savere fire of 1986,
A= I write this it is about time to begin the 19593 summer wvisits
pragramme. I hooge yvaou anjay them.

Rlan Soink

SZR_RICHARD HERBERT_OF_ COLDEROCOK

Members will now be well aware af the grogramme for the restoaration of
St.Mary’s mediaewval manuments. They are the secand most important
caliection of ftombs in any parish  church in Britain, but experts warn us
that thew are deterigrating rapidly and that conservatiaon work must begin
saon. WWhat is perhags surgrising is that any mornunents have survived
there at all, since, for up  to 700 years they have suffered From neglect
argd abuse during sowe of the most turbulent periods in our history. When
Owair Glyr Dwr attacked ouwr Narman  toegr i 1404 he i€ hkrnown to have
caused damage ta  the town, chyron and its  contents lying outside the
walled towr. FAfter the Reformation, pratestants did away with  many
ohjects which they considered groof  of the idolatrous nature of the O1d
Religion. When Charles 1 visited Abergavenny i 16453 his  companion,
Symonds, wrote of the monuwents and  church as being in goeood order. But
manths later, Fairfax’s Puritan army, guartered in the town during the
sgige of Raglan Castle (1), ware undedbtably resconsibie for saome of the
gdisfigurement we see toaoday. The 18th. century graffiti visible an the
stails and alabaster tombs can be traced to the time when the east =nd of
the church was used as  a schealrocam. However, more visually aoffensive is
the reoair ang reassembly work carried out within the last 100 years ov
warkmen whao must have bheen blindfolded, without a ruler to hand and



ltacking a pasic understanging of  Jigsaw skills. Evern pefare restoration
they are magﬂ'ificerxtT gact & cacsyle of our rich opast. dorth a close study
= the taomi af Sir Richard Serbert aof Ceoldoroeik (27 ang his wife Margaretc.
He was the secang son of Williaw ao  Thomas (3D the Welsh sgulre who
married wisely, Ffauahnt bBravely far mnis  king and traded sdocessftully tao

achieve great  ooweEr, wealth amg title. He rebuilt Faglan and  adooted a
raval family rmame af Herbert. His sons, Richara of Coldoreoor and elder
prother William Herbert Ffought For the Yorkists at Edgecote near Ranpury

It the Wars aof the Roses, were caoltured ang executed in 1649,

The tawbh clearly shows the gualities and geficiencies of Naottinghiam
alabaster. Bkilled craftemen were anle to cut and shape the saft material
to arocuce  fine detail. It could be highly oolished and  fook colouring
#2ll, but 1t is easilyv scratohed or oroxer.

It iz et the intention  to restaore these monuments to  their original
solendaur; they will be cleaned, =some of the graffiti filled in and any
=t apilised., OF great  interest will pe  the work of the art

colauring :
Mistariars whio attemot tae reassewmble and acourately identify the figures.
Most imaortant of  all will be  the meassures taken o arevent further

v orising dama and  air moistuare  in the sometimes cold
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1) When this parliamentary army agorcached the towr after its caopture of
Heraford, the FRoyalist castle of ARbergavenny was slignted to prevent its
canture and use v Cromwwell’s Forces.

27 The nouse ance stoodg on the lower, western slopes of the Little Skirrig

Mauntalin.
2y His tomb stands alonoside the Coldbrook one.

Guwyn Janes.

THE KING'S ARMS_ (23 Mevill Streetl
A tyoical 16thk. ar eariy 17th. century building, fthe King’s Arms displays
the Rayal Arms of Charles I1. The earliest reference ta .the premises is
datea 1702 when Jaohn Hanbury of Pontyooel leased the arcpgerty *for three
lives to Jeshua Janes, Thamas Jaones and san’ at  a yvearly rent aof 3. By
1735 Jomm  Hanoury had wmoved to  Caerieon and had arranged a new lease to
William Waters, thouah the orooerty was described as being "now in the
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tenure of Jehosophat Jomes’. In 1788  the pub is referred to as "The Past
OFfice’ with Mr Elashford as landlord. i B

In 1817 the pub was used tao billet a tracp aof the King's and 15th. Hussars,
called into the district in the wake of serious rioting at ‘
Mantyglo and Tredegar in 1816, Owver the fireolace in the lournge the
saldiers left a permanent reminder of ¢their stay in the form of an
inscription which reads

Gocod Buartering Forever
1817
King & 15 Hussars
Hall Trooco 24

The census  returns for 1851 reveal that an  the night of the count one
Joseph Raswin, victualler, his wife and four children, five lodgers,
three servantse and two coachmen were in  residence at the inn. Between
18653 and 1914 the orogrietor was Thomas Delafield, who ran his  own
brewary at the rear of the gremises. He also owned and ran several aother
pubs in the town including the Mommouthshire House in Ress Road.

THe King’s Arms  is reputed to b haunted by “the White Lady’. Acoccording
to the legend, she was a sarving wench who was taker advantage of by a
mank  who had  souaght refuge at the inn during a period of religious
persecutian., Having died in childbirth, she is said to wander the rooms
uostairs searching for her child. The dastardly wmonk was suoposedly
harnged, drawn and aguartered at Mormouthe.

Licencees: Joshua Jenes, Thomas Jones & son (17027, Jehosophat Jones
(17357, Williawm Waters (17357, Mr Blashfield (1788}, Whitmore Rlashfield
{1816, John W EBlasnfield (1822-1835), Timothy Wallington (1842), Joseoh
Browrn (1850-1851), Mary Ann EBrock (1858—-1862), Thomas Delafield (18&5-
1914, Ciliaude § Atkin (19237, William Rowlands (192E7, David William
Fenner (1934-1937).

At the turmn aof this century, Abergavernny was blessed with a number of
local ohatographers who either proguced postcards of their own or took
ghotograaohs for a nuwber af national comopanies. Valantines of Dundee seem
to be the biggest mnational company to groduce postcocards of Abergavernny
but there were many maore. Photochirom of Tunbridge kWells, Harvey Bartan of
Eristel, Bterngel of London, Hardings of Bristol and Cardiff, Judges af
Hastings, Fritin of Reigate, Ralgh Tuck af Landon, Salmon of SBevenaoaks,
Wrernch, Lillywhite Ltd of Sowerby Bridge, E T W Demnnis, A & 8 Tayler aof
Londarn, 8 Hildesheimer, F Rartman, W H Bmith’s & Vimners of Rcton, who
groguced one af my Favourite series of postecards of the town.

Fesides these national companies several lacal shops oroduced their own
postocards using the talents of the local photograchers. Local producers I
have come across to date are =
T J FRICKER, 2 Craoss Street, Abergaverny. (Bookseller & Statiagners

T D ROBERTE, 38a Frogmore Street, Abergavenry. {(Hairdresser?

& HARRHY, 3 High Street, Abergavernny. ({(Stationer)

ARTHUR DAVIEB, 8 Cross Street, Abergavenny.

JONER & CO, High Btreet, Abergavenny. (Statiaoners)

C MINSON, 352 Frogmore Street, ARbergavenny.

W J HODGES, 15 Frogmore Street, Abergavenny.

PIPERS RAZAAR

Mir= BEDDDE, 352 Cross Street, Abergavenny. (Fancy reoaository)

H A CAREY, 3 High Street, ARbergavenny.

Matlle N Caourvoisier, 52 Frogmore Street, Abergavenny (Stationer)

Rs yaou can see fraom the nunber of paostcard producers, earlier this
cantury befare opublic transport or the telephone were readily available
to the general public,  postoards were the main form of communicatiaon.
Mast of the natiemnal and local producers concentrated on general views of
the area and the town. It was left to local photograghghers taoa oroduce
mare detailed postcardgs especially those depicting local events and
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notariety. The following is a list of the lacal ohatograoghers I Hnave come
across to date, whose craft has left benind a legacy of social history
that would atherwise have been lost for ever. This is ov no wmeans tao

suggest that there were rnot many wmore who remain, as yet, undiscovered.
HARRY SHACKLETON, 9 Cross Street, ARbergavenny.

R H BTEVENS, Crickhowell & Rberagavenny.

EDDIE MADBE, West End Studios, 43a Freamore Btreet, Abergavenny.

I HOULSON, 10 Merthyr Road, Rbergavenny.

H SBALTINBTALL, Abergavenny.

OLIVER, The Portrait Studio, Abergavenny.

HARRINGTON, The West End Studio, 43a Froomore Street, Abergavenny.
TEMPLE, Gilwern.

J MAIDMENT, 27 Flammel Street, Abergaverny.

HAMPTON, Aberoavenny

F LEWIB, ! Windsor Road, ARbergavenny.

? MEREDITH, Gilwern.

These photographers were residents of the town and surrounding areas.
Howaver, there was also a large rnumber of non—resident photoaraphers who
travelled around the country taking a variety of local scenes and events.
Among these we find:i— Earnest Bush of Cardiff, W W & C of Newgort, The
Excelsior Photo Co of Carm, Eastman’s of Ebbw Vale and several military
photographers who followed their local regiments to camps in Abergavernny.
af these, the firm of Chadwick & Allen was the earliest I have recorded.
These were to be found at 72 Rosmead Street , Hull and were responsible
far covering the visit to Abergavenny by Earl Roberts in 1903, The reason
far this auspiciocus visit was the unveiling of a cowmmemorative glague
dedicated to the dead of the Roer War.

Mezzotint & Co produced a series of postcards of the Cheshire Regiment’s
vigit in 1907/8.

Gaordorn Whitehead was another who covered this visit, although I have
relatively little infaermatiaon an any of his other work or, indeed, on any
ef the several cther unidentified photographers who covered ChHis same
visit. '

J M Simmet of Build Street, Burton on Trent covered the 1911 camp of the
Staffordshire Regiment, while 8 6 Dumn of Kemnmington Oval caovered the 1913
camp of the London Regiment.

In between the wars B 6 Price of 12 Cormnwall SBtreet, Hereford covered the
1925 visit of the Duke of Wellington’s Regiwment.

The anly other series I have in my collection is a series of aerial shots
produced by Rerofilm.

With such a large list of producers and photographers it is very difficult
ta gudge how many different gostcards of Abergavenny were manufactured. In
the 12 years that 1 have been collecting, I have amassed aver 2000 pbut
I've a feeling this is only the tip of the proverbial iceberg.

DL D EMMI I

Louis EBRannon

PROGRAMME 1993-94

1993
16 Sept. Mr Arthur Peplow THE CATHEDRALS OF WELLE AND SALISBRURY
21 Oct. Mr Jobhn Edwards IN A MANNER OF SBPEAKING
John talks tidy and gives reasaons for
this lively lingo.
4 Naov. Dr Eurwern Williams THE WELBH FOLK MUSEUM,  5T.FAGBARNS
1& Dec. MEMBERS® CHRISTMAS DINNER AND SOCIAL EVENING

at the Lamb & Flag at 7 p.m.

1994 see next page



1894

20 Jan. Dr Raymond Howell RECENT ARCHAEDLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN
S0UTH EAST WALES

3 Feb. Dr Keith Strange SOCIAL CONDITIONS INM 19th. CENTURY MERTHYR

17 Mar. Mr Leslie James Newgart 1830

7 Rpril Mr Arthur Peplow SICILY — THE NORMAM KINGDOM IN THE SUN

19 May 17th. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING followed by

My John Van Laun INDUSTRIAL RARCHAEDOLOGY IN 8 WALES-

A REVIEW

June 30 (prov) MIDSUMMER PARTY

Members' sdubscriptiaors are due after the RB.G.M.

ALERED_JACKEON'S MYSTERY TROUGH

Arn Waller has sent me an excerpt from The Countryman of Suwmer 1962
showing an open ended oak trough hewn out of ane piece with am  adze
maasuring 8ft 7in x 14in x  10in deeo foung 18in below the bed of a small
stream near RAbergaverny. It had a heavy oak cover pegged to the trough with
a gasket of horse hide, presumably to make a watertight seal. One end
appeared to be open while at the other end a soft wood plug filled a 2
1/2in diameter hole. Near this in the lid was a 6in diameter hole between
two large grooves which had been burned.

The skull of a toothless horse was under the open end. The author of the
article, the renocwned Alfred Jackson, asked readers for enlightenment. I
have not searched for any replies. Has anyone any ideas about what it was?

It is quite a bumper edition this year with only a drawing by KARK. Many
thanks for all vour efforts. Please start thinking NOW about next year’'s
contributions. Men Key.



