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Sgmething unexeoected aoften hageens during our sunmer visits,

Iy Jume an the first night of ocur stay at the hMoter in Essex we had soeoh
a toarrential storm that it set off the fire alarmm ang cut off the
glectricity. We had to evacuate our rooms and  watoh the Fire Brigade
arrive to gume out the cellar. Faortunately the hotel cooked Dy gas so we
were able  to have ogur  evening wmeal. In Harlow New Town  there was five
faet of water i oglaces, but faortunately we were in 0ld Harlow where the
flooding was nat =0 oad. We had experiencedg ancbher storm earlier in the
day while we ware in Hatfield House, the celebrated Jacobean house which
was the childhood hame of Queen Elilzabeth I and is mnow  the home aof the

Margquess of Balisbury.

The follawing day with everything drving ocubt we went  first to Caopford
Breen church with its fantastic wmediaeval frescos, and then to Colcohester
Castle and its museuwn af Ramarn fings. After luancoch we travelleg o to Bt
Osyth's Priory with its magnificent gateway and art collection including
the warld famous paintings by Georage Btubbs. Qur final destinatian that
day was the Saxon Church  at Breenstead-Juxta-Ongar where in spite of
hawving Arthicr Pepleoe with s the vicar insisted on canducting s araundg
ard giving us not aiways accurate information.

We set off  for home via St. Rlboans where, after visiting the cathedral
wea had time to see the Roman mMuseum and the site of the Roman Theat re.
Quyr Final stoe was at  amnother of Arthur’s gems, Sauth Newingtaen Churcen

with 1ts interesting frescos.

Qur first aubting in May was to the Fleet Air Arm Museun at Yeowiltorn.
There were interesting dgisplays of aircraft and eguioment From World War
T g tae ang including Concorde. After luncht we carried an to Montacute
House, a beauctiful Elizapethan house and garden.

Qur first evening visit was to Llancaichl Fawr Mangr for a visit which
can only describe as "different’. The guides acted the parts of servants
ta the "Maister’ giwving s a very amusing insiaht inteo the way of life in

those gdays.

Our chairman acteg as our guide arcund White Castle on two evenings. Its
history can e traced bacwk ©€o Norman times when the castle would have
peernn earth and timber. The agresent stone defences were buailt in the 13th.

cantury.

At the emnd af July Ms Wheeler, ar exgert on Neathh Abbey. gave «s a
fascinating tour of the ruins. After lunch we climbed «o to look at
Qystermautit Castle with its lovely views across Bwansea Rav.

Qur last visit In early September took us along the Md to Just south of
Reading ta wvisit 8Stratfield Baye House, the naome af the Duhke af
Wetllinagton. The house was originally opresented to the Duke in 1817 after
winning the pattle aof Waterloo i 1815, Further alaong the M4 near
Windgsor we visited Dorney Court. It has been described as one of the
finest Tudor Mamor Houses in England. It was built in 1440 and has been
lived in by the oresent family for aver &00 years. The house is often
used Ffaor Ffilm and TV locatians
I hooe you enjgoyed the visits as much as I aid.

Alar Soink.
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LECTURE PROGRAMME 1954-38

Maetings are at the Borough Theatre at 7.30. 0. m.

1994
18 Bapt. My David Egan EDWARDIAN WALES
20 Qot. Professar Dal Bmith THE VIEW FRCOM SQUTH WRLES
17 Nowv. pir Briamn Davies PONTYPRIDD I THE i9th CENTURY
Industrial Kilondyke and Cultural Framtier
i3 Dec. MEMBERS® CHRISTHMAS DINNER AND SOCIAL EVENING
at the Lamb and Flag Hetel at 7.00 o.m.
1995
19 Jan. My Frank Olding PREHISTORIC AREREBAVENNY
2 Feb. Or William Jones AN TLLUSTRATED HIBTCRY OF COAL MIMNING
in SOUTH WALES
16 Mar. Mr David Jenkins THE PORT OF CARDIFF
' Shigowrners and Seamen
& ARoril. Mr Richard Keen THE HORRID AND THE SUBRLIME
tandscapes of South Wales
18 May. 18th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
followad by
M Keith Underwood CHEPSTOW CARSTLE
29 June. MIDSUMMER PARTY

VVenue to be decided
Member’ sqoscriagtions are gue after the R.G6.mM.

THE DAY WAR _BROKE QUT

Last year a man came inta my shaop and told the following starys-—

I was a server at the Roman Catholic church angd my friend and I used
ta ouwung the organ. He was more experienced than I and knew how much ta
oumo to last the whole of the last fiymn sa  that we could go home
garliy. At the bBeginning of the last war we were gumging the aragan out
unfortunately o that day the reguiar organist was absent and a lady
took his place. We gumped up  the organ as usual and as she started the
last hywrn we bunkeg off. Unfaortunately she gut in some twiddley bits
which used g wore air than wmy friend had bargained far and before the
Hymr fad finistea the organ ramn out of air.

My frieng and I came through e the towrn and at the town hall we noticed

a aueue of geagole which was uanusual for a Sundgay. 1 jyoined the gusue
and the peaple in the gueue told me that the army were giving away fres
neaf. Oniy that wmorning the Territorial Army which had come down to

carry agut manceuvres had been ardered back to parracks. Meat which had
peEen orderedg for their Sungay lunch was now peing offered to the oeople
of Abergavenny. When I got te the head of the gueue the Serageant Magor
shiouted “How many are there in  your family?“., There were three in my
family. I was a very narvous anly chiild and I answered “58..8..8..8ir"
but pbefore 1 had gat it out the Sergeant dMagor shouted “Six" and the
buteher cut off apout Four pgounds af peef angd wrapped it in & giece aof
white opaper. I clutcheg it to wmy chest and ran of f home. :

In the meantime the priest had reported to wmy mother my apsence at the
endg of the service so she was anxiously waliting for me. When I pushed
cogen the gate she fainted. When she recovered she told me she thought I
hlad been struck by a shell from a Berman aircraft because it seemed to
hey that I was holding a wound from which wmuch blood was flowing'!

Bill Craze.
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mMEnNUMENTS RESTORATION — BI MARYTS CHURCH
1 a wcold miserable evening in  hdovembeyr 1991 the late Rev. Colin Sykes
armmounced the formation of the Manuwments Restoration Fund to an invited
audience in 8¢ Mary's church. Its cowmittee members wconsisted of  ten
valunteers whose only gualificatian  far the task was their enthusiaswm and
art indomitable determination to complete it.

It was indeed a formidable undertaking which faced thewm: ta raise a
guarter of a miliion pounds to restore the superb collection of mediasval
marumeEnts and effigies which had, as early as the First "Elizabethan Age’
causad St Mary’s to be referred to as the Westminster Abbey of Wales but
wiiich  had, for over two bundred years, been neglected and allowed ta
dateriorate until their very existence was in Jeapardy.

In the manths bthat followed, hope, misgivings, confidence and desgair
alternated freaquently i the minds of those involwed, but deterwminatian,
endless research and tremendous local supopart eventually paid off.
Gradually, with the helg and guidance of Claude Blair, M. A, V. P.B.H., an
gxgert in mediaeval armaour, and several other art histaorians, sympgathetic
saugrces of funding were discovered and wmongy became availaple. Thi
enabhled the restaratian af the wmagnificent painting of the Oueen Anne
Royal Coat of Arms and the commencement of work on the alapaster effigy
of William ag Thomas. Sadliy, Colinn Sykes did not live to witness this
achievament but his successar, the Rev. Jeremy Winston, inherited his
enthusiasm and Is now an active member aof the restoration comwmittes.

Success, 1t is said, breeds sucoess and  the Monaments Restoratian Furd,
under the chairmanshig af Mr Peter Williams, s now widely accegted as a
wall run, gualified arganisation which has atCPacLed active suogart fraom,
amongst several gother charities, H.R.H.The Prince of Wales, The Earl of
Powis whao Is our patran, C.R.D.W., The Natiaonal Heritage Meamorial Fumd,
The Faundatiaorn faor Sport and the Arés, Jesus College Oxfard, T e
triiversity of Wales and the Kelsh Arts Council. What is wmost encodraging,
Mowever, is the suppert given by s many local individaals and camganies.
OF the £78,000 raised sa far, agver £31,000 has come From local souroces. &
truly remarkable achievement wihiicht reflects the enormous gride  and
genagrosity of  TRAbergavennians’, toa rpumaErous fo mname individuaally,
gsgecially during a geriacd af crigpling recessian. To say we are gratefu’
seems almast Inadecuate.

Cotimism is now the arder af the day and with the suppart of CoAR.D.W., who
Mave gromised te wmatch goung for pound wmonies raised far reastaring the
stones/alabasteyr effigles, arnd gther agromises of financial suppart,
@storatian wark an the Sir Richard Herbert of Coldbrook  monunent, the
woaodan  kniaht @effigy anmg a hatobmwment  has been commissioned. Providing
aliterations te the church fabric in the Herbert Chapgl do neot reveal any
chstacles, it should be completed by the adtumn.

The wmempers of the Restaration Fund’'s cammitfees are consciaus af the need
far greservation after restaration. In order to complete the woric an atl
the manunents and establiish a " Preservation Fund’, attention is now being
directed towards gaining sdapoort fraom  some af the wmagar smultinational
camoanies angd  to this end a new brochuare, | sgonsaored  entireily From local
cantribuatiaons, will shortly e guiblished.

The vision af Colin Sykes and Bwyrn  Jones is now a reality. We  have no
doubt that restaration work is  being cavried aut by  the fFinest
canservators available ang that, grce again, St Mary’s Priory Choaron will
socan Justify its descrigbtiaon as the Westminster Abbey aof Wales.

Jahr Tyrrell. Hor Sec.Monuments Restoration Committes
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NEVER MORE_THAN A SHORT WALK TO BWENT'S PABT!

Sipce giving o membpershieo of the Lower Rhondda Bungee Jumping Cilab,
@varn my search Ffor places of histaorical interest is wmore cautiows and
with energy conservation a gredaminant consideration. Each site must be
ar the same contour as, ar within easy reach of, a conveniently ocarked
car. So with agelogies tao  those mambers of the Local History Socieby
whia, each weak af  the year, walk our delightful bills and lanes, I
would like to recommend a car  ride to wmy favourite glace in Geent on a
ridge in the Black Mountains atove Pandy.

The Skirrid Inn at Lianfihangel Hatterall
Crucarney is our starting point. It stands Hill
att the tog af and ciose to the eastern K Tre-wym
Timit aof a [rank of glacial moraing: & ?“W Fark Dave

rafiiway cutting slices through the same
bari a fex Mundred yvards to the west.
Drive down the steep slope of the wmaraine
and at the battom turn right aover the
marrow stone bridoge. After gassing anger
the rariway Dridge, a Marman motte
syrmounted by frees is clearly visible
aver the hedge an the right. Take a right
turr opoosite, wihich takes you alongside
Tre-rfedw farm. The narrow lane climbs steeoly
gast a canvertaed barn and then a ogair of
cottages and then straight over a road crassing
until it reaches a garking space o the right of
a gateway which olaocks the road pbeyong the aate.

Taie the footepath, not the farm track, and
head far the middle af the hill fart. Cn the way
yvaog shiouid pass to the left of a wmisleading sign
marked "QOffa’s Dyke Path’. The actual lipe af the
Dyke 1is Maormouth — Hereford, aguite a way to the
gast; the patht is really & linw radte for long
distarnce walkers.

O a clear day the views towards
Hereford, Mormmoubth ang Apergavernny ang
the Sugar Loaf are spectacular.

O a still swuwwer evening the sounds
af the wvaltley seem to float o ta this
nigh wvantage point on the steeo edoe
af the Blacw Maountains. HWalk northwards along the
rigoe to ocoint H on the wmao. This pank and gitch
af the fort's defences stiows G as a distinet
Vo the skyling and is clearily seen from the
Pontrilas—Apergavenny road. Retrace your steos
along the ridge and continge antil you reach a groug of fir trees
wiiich mark the southern {imit af the camg ang are clase to the
once strongly Ffortified southern entrancea.

If you wish to drive home along a different route, take a teft
at the crossing and droo steeoly down a very narrow lane ogast Tre-—
wWYr with 1ts elegant manar house and & superi dowve cobte acpgpasite.

Byl Jones.,

Editar’s Warning

I have Just tried this lovely dgrive. A old pbus  completely
gocupied the carwing spot and the lanegs are extremgly narrow so be
aregared to use reverse gear. You wan’'t regret omaking the erffort.

Kae Aa i€
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THE _VINE TREE
Abergavenny lost one more historical nawme last year when the Vine
Tree in 5t Jahn’ s Baouare became the Brasshopper’s Cacktail Bar,

The earliest recorded licencee aof the Vine Tree is Elizabeth
Thomas in 1835, By 1839, Jahn Haoackey had  taken over as landiord
but the oub was owned by Wiltliam Ellis, a local brewer. He had
griginally started busingss in 1827 by leasing & brewery in Lian
St reet. This building stood o a site now covered by the
Harsingtan’s Yard car oark. By 1839 he was building his  awn
brexery, The Raoyal Victaria brewery, in what is now Baker S5treet
(It is currently a glazier’'s workshog)., William Ellis lived at the
Lawgr  Pentre and ane night, an the way home, e fell off his
Marse, Droke his neck and was killed.

In 1880, when a Mrs Meredith was licencee, the rateaple valug of
the oull was rechkaoned at £19. 10s. By 18868, William Maorse was the
puplican and the rateablie value bhad drogeoed to 212, 10s., though it
had gone up again ta £12. {8z, by 1873, By 1884, the rateable walue
ftad dropped to below £12.

RBefore the demalitian af a sdbstantial gart of St. Jamm’s Sauvare
in the garly 19607s, a small alliey led through the Vine Tree from
St. Jahmn’s Sauare inte Chickern Street and St. Johin's Street. As a
canseguence, the gub was variously listed in ninsgteenth century
trade directories as heing in 8t. Jomin’s Bauare, Chictken Street
and  St. John's Lane! In 18902 the licencee, Frederick William
Walters doubled as a carpenter and undertaker!

The pub was tawen over by Whitbread in 1966,

Licenceest Elizabeth Thomas (1833), John Hockey (1839-1842-18447),
A Maria Prosser (1830), Wathkin Prosser (1851), R.Pursliow (18327,
William Meredithy {(1838-39!, Mr= Meredithy (18684), Mrs  Rachel
Hannaedy {1862, William Morse (1865-1875, listed as “Mass"  in
18717, Mrs Ann Walters (19G6), Mrs  Janet Ann Harries (191407),
Cornelivs Harries {1914r, Uavid Jones {(1923), ARlbert James (19267,
Evarn Charles Howells (1934, Tam Tamlin (19371:.

Frank Oiding

CHURCHWATEHING
Last week was the eighteenth ogccasian on wihiich { hmave rang aracung
a4 panda of  volunteers to act as stewards in 5% Mary’s Charoh each
Wadnesday afternoon from 2 gewe ta & geome This was ang of the
tasks which my  wife Freda left behindg and I amwm glad to be tawing
It an and even wmore glad to add to the list of wvolunteers.,

8t fMary's is & most interesting building with wmany historical
features, same I course af  restoration and guite aften the
visitors are alse interesting. If ye one cowmes, I am  sare most
pcEaale can sgend two hours orofitably, even if i meditatian.

The rata is full uantiil pMovewmber but o=Sogcle sametimes have to drop
gt amnd 1t is useful ta have reglacements.

You dga not need to be a gdide but I can Ffarsee a time when geoplie
wha Fhow something  aboub the churon will oe Iy demard. If you

would like to goin s, eglgase ring me on 852512,

Ken Key.



