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BuMMER_VISITS_ 1994

Certainly the grandest house we visited last year was Buowinobaw Palace.
Tie peact i fal roomss e re desionsd sainly oy Janm Nasi, thie same Johr Nasn
MEIO MUl @ariieEr 15 s Csresr Jdesigned 8 nes marset For Abhergaveriy.
Eaodr oo was Filllied with old masters ang antigee Farmiture &il in vaa
guality congition and Dbeactl Felly gisglayed. 16 was & memoranie visit.
gy Filrst wisit NoeEver oas to Powis Castle, the sediagval straongnala aof
G Welsh orinces of goper Posds dandg The bome of the Herbeet Family sinoe
1EH&T7. its commectiaon eivth Clive of India was desmonstrated @y the aBgeovs
e orougt Daok o witn baw From Ingia ang oot o disolay in CHE nusEaEum.
tnfartunately the weather was ot oo Fisng o o ang orevented maod mso e
Crar @ oursEary wisit to vhe famous terraced g rdens.

Bulgrawsa dManar, G Englisn bome of the ancestors of Searge dashiington
was oy First stop on the  vhree day vIisiv, The pouse eohiobn eas comoleted

v PEES was liwved I oy the descendgents of thne Rastington family For ower

10 yEa .

AfFter Lot Archar Peolos golcded oS araun teo o earlid Famogs Bawon
chgronss at Briseorti and Saris Bartvton to comolete the First dayv.

fMest morsing oo Flrst stog eas Fothieringiay wiere after wvisiting the
CHErTR we went o the site of e castle where  dp 18587 mary  Sueen of
Boots was  execdbed. The castle was e irtholace of e Faboare 9Ing
Richarg fii.

M otogr of Ely Cathedral and s e@nvirons ooneladed bhe secorsd dayv.

i e eeay Bome we stoposed to ook at one of ohe first surviviong Eleanay
Urosses at Seoddington. Thess orosses eere @rected by ing Sdeard I to
mark @ach of  the olaces where s wife's coffin rested overniont on its
LAY pack o Losgan Fape purial  after  fer deatn att Harioy in
Muttinghamsni re 1 1290,

Carmarns Ashiny Hodse was e Final place we  visivted., Builvc i e 18otn

centuary 16 ism the howe of the Uryden Ffamilya.

T Fiest of our  teo  @vering visits was o dosmasgton Sourt near
e e o e sitdated Iy & wagnil Filcent setting mear 8  lawe ang  10s owmn
PIOOPIRENT ORI THE Pogse 1s awned oy one af e Bulmer family. Parts of
it cate  From 1230 ang it 1= peing carefaliliy restored amg Filled with
avcthentio period Ffarnitara.

{1 our  secornd @vening viIisit our obal rsman M Seyn Jones acted as our
guide at Brentrith. Mg ook gz darodrg e castle it its large oilroglar
Were o withie Ghe castle walls, alsoe the swall ohuron neEaroy.

Bristuol was owr  final dgestination o look  at the S5, Great Britain.
Built o 1843 ang designed oy Isamibard Mingodom Broased she was the Fiest
graopel ler driver rar shiio (1 histary. In the afternoon we poarded 8 Doatb
Far a tour of the dooks o learn sometining of s nistory, andg stoopesd at
& riverside cafe faor tes pefors returming o,

Alar Boink.

SOHN TYREBELL

e are sacd  fo report the death of  Jobn Twerell. e wree Mis as &
wonderful Friend  andg gentlemnan wha warded tirelessly Ffor e Monosents
Raestoration Fuamg dang @nlivensd our commities seebings with iis sense of
Mumaur.  OtRers anee fism For s work oith Aopeyfielo and THers o reE many
pgtmer activities I which be oglayed ismoorvant  garts. e offer oupr
symaatity to felda and booe Ghat ste will fiong conselation ang Friemdstio
vt aur  sociaeby which smany of us bave Fodrd s concerned elith saoh sors
Fhar lacal nistary.




LECTURE PROGRAMME 1995-9&

Mewtings are at the Borough Theatre at 7. 30, 0. m.

SRE
T Beot. e Michasl Easthan  pONUMENTE REBTORATION
at Bt Mary’s obhuroi S rogaea iy
18 Oot. Oy Davia Jesnkins THE PORT OF CARDIFF
SEMI et s SR S ame
6 Mow. Dr Ricnara Sreesr CRERWHENT
The excavation of a Romana—-Britisht town
23 Dec. MEMRERBT CHRIBTMAS DInMER &ND BOEIAL EVEMIMG
at the Lawmbd and Flag Hotel at 7.00 for 7. 30 o, m.
k= g1
18 Jar. M Frank S31aing FEREREAVENMY CABTLE
I Fein, Ty Seenfor Jones MONMOUTHERIRE AMND THE AT OF UMION 1836
21 mMar. My Frinugr Peoloe THE PILERIME ROUTE 7O SAMNTIAGD OE
COMPOETELLA
I8 FBoril. Mr Richard HMeen AEPEDTE OF THE BLATE (MDUBTRY In
MORTH WALER
16 Maw. 19 ANMLEL SENERSL MEETING Followsd by
O B MHowell ARCHAEL.OEICHL DIBCOVERIER I THE

BRITHERM MARCHEDS

Mewmie r’ sgsoriotions are due after the R.G.m.i_;
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it would have been the olace wiere he Chen  local custom  of dog-
whioping took  glace an 8t Luke’s Day, bab it i=m omore  likely that it
rafers to the ehioning gost amd oiilory which stood neariy.
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Early in 1939 wmy nasband ang o wmoved to SAbergavernny. [t owas  nob easy ta
Fied anywhere to live, oot we stayved For two years in a Flat.

The ear was at ts height ang odr smenfoll going to Shoe Vale Steel Works
shared their cars as gebtrol «as rationaed. For recreation e aveglored the
lavely countryside an our oioyolies.

For a lomy Pisme  wE had aur @y arn od lovely nogse calied 7 Sayveoocd’ in
Diaoel Road. Eventually ee bDought it and ehen the sitting terants cassed
SWEY  WE o moaveEd 1.

ke T Eaywood’ was  Doeilt the old stone wall frooting  the garden was left
intack. Inmide the wall were the wmost  beautifual  great ©rees, €7
peaunes, obestoaats . and oaks. The gardern was lovely Dat o a  laroge gatob of
o inside the  wall From the entrance gate was & mass of anogitivateo
stanes and eeecds and e wonde rea wbat o do o with it

O day @ weEre  owoling alomng the Brecorn Road. FMoaut malf way o
Criowhomell we axvolored 8 marros road  eingding as e thoggnt o the siloopes
af the Bugar Loaf. ke parked  our miwyﬂ.'& arg walwed g e Hill into a
must beactiful valley. i our 1@ was i rx\iy/ wuxun rose i the black
woauntaineg and ran into the Usk acrass

Through e tress on the river «ﬂaﬂh~
PRE e DAy led aorass & ﬂl‘l(.jﬂ\‘:‘“ /t"c { e nt’x
rogivt weitiorkt looweod as IF it Hﬂm e Some =
roims ot Desicde fe bripae wer same oottt

‘E*ﬂi ruined bDaiidings. &
me ﬁf\&qe r1v§r taoa large
'/br Faota rye Fig e dera ather
e whion werw\a¢11¢ g:upxea.

Further g the hill Téarb@nathgr Ui owas 84 large nrantpﬁ’ no«@'er e
wicdie of which baed Deen agveu\\xgb I resarked to Qy/fu=Udﬂdl’LHat it
e fed e rice to bave thaf G&G\ﬂﬂu UET‘%LP#HFMEHfﬁFH nut/mv ﬂuagﬂna S
Miw Frisnd Iacghed aﬁﬁ\ﬁﬂiﬁ it wuu&ﬁ‘haﬁagmgggmggiyy—tq/mavw.
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I was determined o nuﬁn /tn & lovely old  boulder/in o
wyaokad ar one af bhe GfLﬂQFh At ashed the woman who) cane
fia history of the rain bne“ﬁuim w= that it had besfl a "xﬁéf

F 3T {rlen
o o tell us
factary and

the  Dodider bad  beed a  oides e The oent re ERE r;gﬁ@ﬁ Wit cider
apples and the large flat stone wﬂ‘bn\¢glwgg?1me tga,gvab was fitted over
tihe top of the apoles. &4 Haéﬁ@ pul led the ;tane qraund Cragsiadng the
acpies and the Juice ran §yt/ af thg/ﬁhctum. Pfé told Gs\éhat whe;/ipe LA
a ohiliad ber great grandno ha\ wuq/d’ takwe a Ly tta the aLﬁprv argd Fiil 3t

with the juice remning oub of theé hole. Hok prismitive it suSt ndve been.

e I oyvoled owme I formed & @lan in omy mind., I wouid  ask omy Draotber in
Taw to belo wme. Many loarries went i and oot of the silag eorins amg oerbaos
e coulid BIre e omen and a lorry with 1iFfring tackie to move the pgress
Far me in fhedr seareg fime. Fierst @ o bad to fing odt wiho osmed Sthe landg
whe e the  gress lay. I had  saved & few pebtrol couoons sa §oset Foard to
Chwe dost wvalley. I smaw the same eoman wio fold me that the landg baelongedd
o oa  Mr Sandemarn, bead of the Filesm of SBandesan® s Part. HMer oeeed & large
gutate on fhe bans of the river Usi and most of the land around. She saig
rr Bandeman came ot o the  valley gach week and she would  ask biwm 1F
coglia oy e ideyry gress. I called the next week. Mr Sarndemar odid not
meartt any monaey for the oider gress but I omast arrange toe take 16 away.

o
F

Py mpeother 1 las Bired two o mer and 8 lorery with 1iFfring tacwlie who were
art their way  to Scotlang and had soare time  and were sost interested andg
eiofui. I keot all this secret  From sy baspand. 0 uzed sy saved petrol
codoanE ta lead e way 1 omy car witin sy Father wita was most ewolbed.,
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The lane to the Factory was very narros and althoooan e neariy got staok
e owmer Racked  the lorry oclese to & large tree  and Fixed Ghw 11 Fbing
tackie o a large Dranch grosing out over  the oress, They Ffixed ohains
ragrd e oress ard slawiy it began fto moave after lyving in that seoat fap
mome sixty or seventy years. [ oannot descoribe sy escitement as after two
attemots It was an the larry.

Blowly ea made our eay, hooing fhe oridge was sEromg enouoi. Soorn o8 o re
at Sayeood and wibth an inon e soare o@ sgueezed throggh the gate. The men
fFirveg the taockie to & branch of  aore of our  Deech Crees and 11 fted the
press Dot it landed o its side. The msen soogoested ee  BDeilt a8 concrete
platfaorm jyust the size of the press and they eogla Ffix the tacklie and pull
e press an bto it. This was eventually achiewved.

Domet wmy  hasbang and nds scornfal Friend at the gate in fhe eveniog and
tald thewm to shat their eyes while I led thew to the oress. Theay we ra
astonished and couald hardly believe theilr ayes,

My hasbhared ot orazy @avisg raogrd fhe grass. HMe left a seoace whiicob e
Filed  with spoeclroos, crocugsas and Fforgetmenots, e stooped  the hole
<here the apple Juice ran out ang Filled the  ogress with water. We ogb in
o wabter  (ililies and grew water glants rougd fhe edge. We gt i Five
goladfist and  three shcbuankins. It looked lovely and we  soent many bapoy
Podrs sIitTing ander the trees by the old cider pgress,

e e very  sad bto sell Sayeoad. o told this staory o e nes asners.

wonder I 16 bas come gosr o The grasent owmers?

Milared Pearsarn (Aathor and siece of e actress Athene Seyier’
Contributed by A Waller.

QT I had mome difficalty Fisging Saywood. The press s s=tilil there
surrognded by its orazy pgaving althoogh many of the trees eere gange rogs
ar e re oub don. Birangely, su 1w the mass  of unoultivated weeds and
stones! When the gress fell om its side 0 may have Deen oroken since it
s mow smemicirogiar ang the straignt side 1= notv granite  Dbut oa
conglomerate. The oretty valley is  almost certainly Sreyne Fasye ard the
Factary probaibly at Liangenny. The stary bas nos come dosn to The aresent
W rm.  Thay are fascinated! P Fra 1

This week iz the btwentyfirst oocasion o ehiiob § hdave rang arode @ Dard
af  vaolunteegrs fto act as stewards i 8¢ Mary’s  Oharohn each Wednesday
afternoon From 2 o.m. o & o.m.

Heveral of the somnusents Mave nos e beadt i Fully restored and e shooicg
e progd fo oshow thewm o our visitors. Qften the visitors are ouite
interesting ag well! IFf mo ope comes, § oan sure most oeoole can soend Gea
Haurs agrofitably, ewvern 17 i megitation.

I have wmanaged bto Fill the robta anbil Novesmber ot oesople sometimes bave
to adrap ot ang It ism use ol o bave repglacesments.

You do oot need to De a goelde ot §ocan farsee a time oban oeoole oo Rroe
somatning about fhe oburob will be 0 demand. This was one of  the Casks
witieh omy wife Freda left pebind and T oam giad o be taking it an ang even
more giag o add o fhe  1ist of voluntesrs., IF vou woogld fike to Join as,
@lease rirmg owe on BE2E12.
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THE LB BR] REAVENNY

The original smediagval bridge grobaply dates te the 156h centuary and its

rema il s carn e

clearliy seen  an the eastern {ar dosnstreany side of the

greasant strootura. It seeced constant regair ang I 1648 Rees a0 Rees
pegueatihed  ften shilliings  “towards the regairacon of  the stong dricdoe
Ivivge aowver the river of  lske and @ servinge tae fthe saide  toene  of

Bey rgavanny. o

Maeziy of e
pridoes in the

ariginal bridge was midaen By the agdition aof  Ffurther
18t century., & watercalaur af 1784 oy Joshua Sosselin in

Fisg rgavermy musaan (F, a820-4825. O shows & narros bridoe  with Veshaoed
gardacmsts vary similar to the bridog at Oriowmowaell.

In i8id a tramroad was ouilt against the western lupst reaw sider of the

mediaeval bridoe

Fo oarey horse-draset frams of ocoal, iron, lime and ather

goocts Froam fhe Sovilon whar® on the Brecinook  and Abergavenny Camal. The

framraad ran as
Juived wibth the
was also gsed
Barngoy rys Foroges

i 1883 the

Far the MNewsoord,

Ffar az Blagnogavenny  in Lianfibangel Oracarpney ohers ¢

i819 Groswmont  Tramroad and the 1829 Herefarg Tramroad. 6
ta  tranmsoort iranr Fram  the Blaegnavarn  ronesarss and
wia the Lianfoist inclines.

Live from Shergavenmny to Hereford was olosed Lo mMERe ey

Abhe rgavenny and  Hereford Railway eohiich  ogenead isn 1834,

Fhaagh the tramread oridge continged in use. It was converted ta raileay

Erack in 1837

wihery the Merthyr, Tredegar and Shergavenny  Ralliway took

aver. £ nes Dros railieay bridoge was boilt ehes the  track was dogiled oy
the Longon and Marth kestern Rallway in Ootober 1868, The old mediaswval
Bricdoe and  the tramroad oridow were gartially gesolished {down  ta roag

lemvallr ard rebgl
i effect tewon o

it to forsm a wider road bricdoe whiich stiil stands and s
idges yoinsed togebther. This acoounts for the fact that the

gosnstreasn side of fhe oriogge s a mediasval structure while the dostream
side dates te 1814,

The new  ralliway Dridge was suopgorted by metal colummas andg was Fioally
denpolished {(ilsaving its Ffoundations and abutmentsy in 1962,

Frariw Oloding.

The Llanfoist Bridge in July, 1784 — a watercolour by ]oshua Gosselm (1739 1813). This shows
the original mediaeval bridge before much of it was hidden by the addition of further bridges to
carry the Llanfihangel t1amr0ad in the early 19th century.






